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Renmin University of China notes that the application of dual attestation to recent research
on excavated documents has far exceeded that in Wang Guowei’ s period. It is used both for
an explanation and attestation of ancient history and for a suspicion and discrimination of
ancient history. And the diachronic study of unearthed materials and printed materials is
more similar to Ku Chieh-kang’ s “only pursuing its changes.” Therefore, the “prototype—
meaning evolution theory” not only admits that historical records have their “origins” or
“prototypes,” but also recognizes the distortions and twists arising from the inheritance,

while trying to offer a possible explanation for such evolution.

(8) The Discovery of New Historical Materials and the Confirmation of the ‘“East—

ern Origin of the Qin Ethnicity” Wang Hongjun * 163 *

The ancestors of Qin were the Shanggai ( Shangyan) people who were relegated by the
Zhou people to the Shaanxi and Gansu region. Shangyan was originally the capital and then
a “vassal state” of the Shang dynasty. The Shangyan people were of Shang ethnicity. The
Shangyan people referred to themselves as the descendants of Shaohao, with the surname of
Ying. When the Qin people worshipped Shaohao, they were worshipping their earliest an—
cestor. It was based on this kinship that the Shang official Feilian, along with Lufu and other
Ying-surnamed states of Xu, Huang and Jiang, waged several rebellions against Zhou. Af-
ter the rebellion in the Shangyan State was put down, the Zhou people conferred the land of
Shangyan and some Shangyan people onto Boqin. The Shangyan emperor and some of his
subjects were exiled to Pugu of the Qi state, under the care of Qi. The children of Elai and
other Shangyan people were exiled to the area between Qian River and Wei River.
They were the first comers during the earlier period of the Zhou dynasty. The descend—
ents of Zhongyu who guarded the western border of Zhou were known as “Qin bar—

barians” in unearthed documents, and the later-on Shangyan people were called “Shuqin

2 3

people ,” namely the “ancestors of Qin” in Tsinghua bamboo slips. When the Shan-
gyan descendants became stronger, and when Emperor Xiao of the Zhou Dynasty
granted some land of Daluo’ s heir son to Feizi, the Ying-surnamed Qin became the
bureaucrat and then the vassal, and was granted thousands of miles of land. It fi-

nally unified China.

* 208 *



